THE  ENGLISH  INN

Hart/' and " Talbot," embody vanished traditions
and customs. And there is a,great deal of in-
formation about particular houses : including one
which has been praised by Miss Austen, Fanny
Burney, and Mr. Belloc, which last I should
regard as perhaps the best authority of the three.
Inns in dramatic and other literature are discussed;
the peculiar customs of certain inns (notably
those at Highgate) are registered; much light is
thrown on vanished London (though too little on
the existing City taverns) ; and the architectural
comment everywhere is extremely sensible.

I said that not all one's favourite inns were
mentioned or depicted in this book. I should hate
the book if they were: for I should have the
feeling that everything had been registered, and
discovery made impossible. From their chapters
on the larger inns, even beautiful and famous
Thames-side houses are missing. Their dis-
quisition on public-house signs and titles makes no
mention of my own favourite, the '' Live-and-Let-
Live " that I found on a hill in Somerset. And,
of course, they have very little space for the
innumerable (though I suppose the Blue Books
number them) small inns scattered over every
*-county, the inns that one encounters on a side-
road and footpath walking tour. It is a pleasure
to find pictures of the inn at the ferry at Horning
and the lovely thatch and whitewash " Cat and
Fiddle" at Hinton Admiral. But there are
hundreds of others that they do not know and
cannot know. Not in a lifetime could a man
come to all the country inns of England, the
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